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Include information for all authors/co-authors. If there are more than 3 co-authors, you may add their details

to the end of this application. Please note that only a maximum of 2 co-authors can receive a travel allowance

(GBP 100-250 based on country of departure) for their participation. If more than 2 co-authors will attend,

they will need to split the funding amongst themselves. GRM does not provide any additional funding to

paper presenters other than this allowance.

AUTHOR 1
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Antonino Occhiuto

Title (Dr. Prof., Mr., Ms., etc.)

Current position

Analyst

Affiliated institution

Independent

Email address:

antoninoocchiuto93@gmail.com

Nationality (indicate all)

City and country of residence

Rome, Italy

Mobile number (with country code)

(+39) 3476709592

UK visa required
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Paper Title Fluctuating Eastwards: Italy's upcoming

PROPOSAL TEXT (250-500 WORDS

Despite its long history of engagements with the countries of the Middle East and North Africa region (MENA) Italy appears to
be moving painfully slow when it comes to recognising the growing strategic importance that the countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) play on a number of foreign policy dossiers that are of paramount importance for Rome. For
instance, in the case of Libya, ltaly's limited influence on developments inside the country is partially the result of Rome
wasting diplomatic energy seeking the support of global powers such as Russia and the United States and its limited political
engagement with Qatar and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)—countries that retain leverage on local actors on the ground. It
is noteworthy that Italy-GCC engagements are increasing in an array of sectors (financial, commercial, cultural, defence,
security), despite the fact that Italy's policymakers consider the nature of such engagements as tactical or driven by economic
motives. Despite this, Italy could soon be forced to develop a strategically coherent approach with regard to its engagements
with Gulf states and how to deal with regional turbulences. Amid the ongoing rivalry between the Turkey-Qatar alliance and
the bloc led by Saudi Arabia and the UAE, large defence contracts, such as the one signed between Italy and Qatar, and that
provide a much needed lifeline for Italy’s struggling economy can be easily misinterpreted as the result of strategic
preference. Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia’s growing interest to support Cyprus, Greece and Italy’s energy plans in the Eastern
Mediterranean—plans that Turkey is actively attempting to sabotage—presents another set of strategic issues that should
increase the importance of the Gulf in Italy’s foreign policy calculus.
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CURRICULUM VITAE

Antonino Occhiuto

Personal information
Address: 293, Via Nomentana, 00161, Rome, Italy

Telephone: +39 3476709592, +44 7580268806
Email: antoninoocchiuto93@agmail.com
Nationality: Italian

Date of birth: 22 January 1993

Work experience

Researcher, Euro-Gulf Information Centre. Via Gregoriana 12, Rome ltaly, 2 May 2017 -
3 February 2020

Foreign policy analysis and research on EU-GCC relations.

Member of SLN Model United Nations Team, Schools Linking Network (SLN). Princes
Way, Bradford, UK. 15 November 2013 - 25 April 2014.

Organization and support for students in preparation for the Model United Nations.
Intern, Limes Italian Review of Geopolitics. Via C.Colombo 90, Rome, Italy, 16 June
2010 - 21 June 2010.

Researching material for articles to be written in the Journal.

Education and training

Curriculum vitae of Antonino Occhiuto

Master in Diplomatic Studies, Societa Italiana per I'Organizzazione Internazionale, 7
September 2016 - 3 May 2017.

Main subjects: International Relations History; International Law; Economics; English
Composition; Spanish Composition.

MSc International Politics (Merit), SOAS, University of London, September 2014 -
September 2015.

Dissertation: Over-Commitment and its Dangers: U.S. Foreign Policy Towards the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) in East Asia. Grade — Merit

Exams: International politics of the Middle East; Foreign policy analysis; International
theory; Asian security; International Political Economy.

BA with First Class Honours in International Relations and Security Studies,
University of Bradford, September 2011 - July 2014.

Exams: Security Studies 2: Threats and Security Analysis; Competencies in
Professional, Development and Peace Work; Peace, Conflict and Development;
Dissertation; International Politics of the Cold War; Global Governance; Regional
Political Studies; Conflict Research Skills; - Understanding Violence; Security Theories
and Concepts; Introduction to Politics; Introduction to International Relations;
Introduction to Peace Studies; Sociology; Introduction to Security Studies; Introduction to
Development.
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- International baccalaureate, Dallam School, Cumbria, United Kingdom, 1 September
2009 - 8 July 2011.

Subijects: Italian Al; English Al; History of Europe/ME; Geography; Biology;
Mathematical Studies.

Final grade: 25
Language certificates

- lelts Exam, International English Language Testing System, 4 December 2010.
Level: Listening 7.5, Reading 7.0, Writing 6.5, Speaking 8.0. Overall Band Score 7.5.

- Diploma de Espanol como Lengua Extranjera B2, Instituto Cervantes, 3 August 2016.
Level: Listening 23.33 / 25, Reading 22.22 / 25, Writing 17.6 / 25, Speaking 25 / 25

Personal skills and competences

Mother tongue: Italian
Other languages: English (native); Spanish (Excellent)

Driving licence(s): EU (ltalian) Driving licence A, B. Clean, valid from 01-03-12 to 06-05-20.
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saudita-emirati-qatar/115784?prv=true&refresh ce

Occhiuto, A. (2019). When Austerity Meets Activism: A Common Tale on the Opposite
Shores of the Mediterranean. EuroMeSCo [online]. Available at:
https://www.euromesco.net/publication/when-austerity-meets-activism-a-common-tale-on-
the-opposite-shores-of-the-mediterranean/

Occhiuto, A. (2019). Energy Security and Geopolitics Business with Iran: A Dangerous
Opportunity. Eastern Mediterranean Policy Note, University of Nicosia, 34 (1).

Occhiuto, A. (2019). Interviewed by Christina Okello for Radio France Internationale.
February 2019. Available at: https://soundcloud.com/radiofranceinternationale/gatar-throws-
weight-behind-sudans-bashir-as-fresh-protests-erupt

Occhiuto, A. (10/12/2018). Nessuno ha interesse a fermare la guerra in Yemen. Limes
[online]. Available at: http://www.limesonline.com/fermare-la-guerra-in-yemen-onu-processo-
di-pace-svezia/110058?prv=true

Occhiuto, A. (2018). Slap in the face to ltaly-Turkey ties. The ltalian Insider, 56 (3-4).

Occhiuto, A. (18/09/2018). Cosa accade se la crisi del Golfo incontra il pantano della Libia.
Formiche [online]. Retrived from https://formiche.net/2018/09/cosa-accade-se-la-crisi-del-
golfo-incontra-il-pantano-della-libia/
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