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Pa per Title Risks and Opportunities of Multipolarisation: Is there any chance for the EU/Europeans to affect Gulf security order

PROPOSAL TEXT (250-500 WORDS

Multipolarity has a potential to bring instability and risk of failure especially in attempts of balancing
threats and powers. Without doubt, risks of multipolarity fortify unless multipolarity itself is not
managed and/or institutionalized via different forms of regional orders either on bilateral or
multilateral bases. In some regions, penetration of external actors with external security agendas,
the current and potential rivalry among them and more importantly failure of external actors in
imposing or constructing security orders also reinforce risks of multipolarity. GCC region is an
interesting case of study in this framework.

It is interesting because GCC region itself, MENA region where GCC security and stability is both
linked and apart, in general has increasingly faced with risks of multipolarisation:

Trump Administration’s veiled and overt Gulf policies have not helped so far. On the one hand
Trump’s maximum pressure policy moved forward of just imposing sanctions and ruining Iran’s
economy and turned to attacking Iranian forward forces in the region (Suleymani and Muhendisi’'s
killing in Iraq) as well as giving support to regime change in Iran. Though Trump administration
rises bets on Iranian failure, still Tehran keeps standing behind its maximum resistance policy.
Despite of some failures (shooting down Ukrainian plane) Tehran, indeed, succeeded to give an
unpleasant message to Gulf states where there are number of American military bases by launching
missile attack against the US military base in Northern Irag. Since the US is the sole balance and
security keeper of the Hurmuz Strait and the Gulf, this message strengthened fear of abandonment
by the USA if Washington’s policies in the Gulf will not produce affirmative results. Besides,
inter-Gulf divide is not overcome yet. Washington’s anti-Russian/ anti-Iranian axis strategy has
problems also in its Mediterranean pillar due to number of reasons. All these factors also make the
differences between Paris, Berlin, London and Rome about the future role of EU and European
actors in the Gulf security more apparent. On the other hand, during the last couple of years
Europeans and the EU have also confronted with their limits to develop an alternative tool to
manage negative side effects of the US policies in the region, increasing rivalry between Russia and
the USA in the greater MENA and the negative side effects of bandwagoning strategy of some Gulf
states to the US agenda. Apart from all these apparent risks, the EU has always had difficulty to
institutionalize its relations with the GCC states beyond the diversified bilateral links between
different EU members and GCC member states. The risky security environment in the Gulf/MENA
as well as strengthening differences in the EU will not be so promising.

However, all these risks also have not prevent Europeans and Gulf countries to keep their relations
because a)- multipolarisation of Gulf, in other words diversification of relations. b)- Europeans are
semi-eager to develop enough buck-catching tool in these kinds of geopolitically important regions
where there are other eager external actors.

By using this framework, this paper tries to answer 3 questions: 1- What are/will be the multipolarity
risks in the Gulf ; 2)- What are/will be the impact of EU/European states policies on the management
of these risks ; 3)- Can multipolarization of the Gulf bring any change in the dominant security order
there — based on US security provider role and bilateral diversification of relations.

4|Page Paper Proposal — Application Form




B1O of Authors:
Nursin Atesoglu Giiney

Prof. Dr. Nursin Atesoglu Giiney is professor of IR in Bahcesehir University and member of
Turkey’s Presidential Security and Foreign Policies Council. She is President of CEMES, the Center
of Mediterranean Security, a university-based think-tank and vice president at Wise Men Center for
Strategic Studies (BILGESAM), an Istanbul based think-tank. She is also member of I1ISS. Prof Guney
has been part of many second track diplomacy initiatives. Her research interests cover energy politics,
security issues, current world affairs, non-proliferation and disarmament, American, Russian and
Turkish foreign policy. She is commenting on national and international broadcasting, writing analysis
in daily newspapers and monthly political journals on a regular basis. She has published numerous
scholarly books and articles, one of the latest is her edited book entitled New Geopolitical Realities for

Russia, from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean, Lexington Publishers (London, September 2019).
Visne Korkmaz

Prof. Dr. Visne Korkmaz is professor of IR in Bahcesehir University. She is vice-director of
CEMES, Center of Mediterranean Security, a university based think-tank. Prof. Dr. Korkmaz has
given lectures at the National Defense University of the Turkish Republic on current affairs and
regional security issues in the Middle East, Russia and Caucasus. Her research interests cover IR
theories, FP theories, regional security and security issues, Russian, American and Turkish foreign
policy. She is author of several books and has published a number of scholarly papers, chapters and
articles on these issues, including newly launched chapters “New Russian Mahanism Failed: Futile
Geopolitical Dreams in the Black Sea and Mediterranean” (with Nursin Guney) and “Russia and
Turkey: Interdepence in the Time of Hybrid Mahanism” (with Nursin and Eda Guney), in New
Geopolitical Realities for Russia, from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean, Lexington Publishers

(London, September 2019).



Eda Gliney

Eda Giiney has received her MA degree from Bordeaux International Relations Degree of
Sciences Po Bordeaux. She participated in an exchange semester at the Middlebury Institute of
International Studies at Monterey during her MA degree and took classes from the Institute’s Master
of Arts in Nonproliferation and Terrorism Studies Program. She also participated in the 2018
International Summer School “Energy Infrastructure and Policy Repercussions” organized by Masaryk
University, Faculty of Social Studies, Department of International Relations and European Studies,
held in Tel¢, in August 2018. Her area of focus is nuclear non-proliferation, nuclear energy and energy
security. In addition to her academic studies, Ms. Giiney also has an NGO background. She worked as
a volunteer at the Youth Atlantic Treaty Association (YATA) for many years. With YATA she
participated in international conferences in Turkey and abroad. Ms. Giiney wrote her master’s
dissertation on extended deterrence and nuclear non-proliferation with a focus on Turkey. Currently,
she is involved with the Bordeaux Institute of International Cybersecurity Studies (BIICS) as a

Community Manager and making her PhD in the field of IR at Istanbul Medeniyet University.
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