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Location: University of Cambridge

Application Instructions

1. Fill out the entire application form (typed). Incomplete applications will
not be reviewed.
2. Email this application form along with the CVs of ALL authors/co-authors

to grmapplicant@grc.net before February 15, 2020. -

3. All proposals should be written in English. There will be no interpretation
at the meeting. A good working knowledge of English is essential for
participation in the workshops.

4. You may only participate in one workshop during the meeting. If you
submit applications to multiple workshops and are selected in more than
one, you will be asked to choose only one to attend.

5. If you have any questions, please email grm@grc.net.
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WORKSHOP NAME Workshop 1: Art, Museums and Cultural Initiatives in the Arabian Gulf: an examination of future directions in a shifting political world

PERSONAL DETAILS

Include information for all authors/co-authors. If there are more than 3 co-authors, you may add their details

to the end of this application. Please note that only a maximum of 2 co-authors can receive a travel allowance

(GBP 100-250 based on country of departure) for their participation. If more than 2 co-authors will attend,

they will need to split the funding amongst themselves. GRM does not provide any additional funding to

paper presenters other than this allowance.

AUTHOR 1
Full name Eric Langham
Title (Dr. Prof., Mr., Ms., etc.) Mr
Current position Founder

Affiliated institution

Barker Langham

Email address:

eric@barkerlangham.com

Nationality (indicate all) British
City and country of residence London, UK
Mobile number (with country code) |+44 (0)7780675097
UK visa required N/A
AUTHOR 2
Full name

Title (Dr. Prof., Mr., Ms., etc.)

Current position

Affiliated institution

Email address:

Nationality (indicate all)

City and country of residence

Mobile number (with country code)

UK visa required
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AUTHOR 3

Full name

Title (Dr. Prof., Mr., Ms., etc.)

Current position

Affiliated institution

Email address:

Nationality (indicate all)

City and country of residence

Mobile number (with country code)

UK visa required
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Paper Title Everywhere and Nowhere: Visions of Utopia in the Arabian Gulf

PROPOSAL TEXT (250-500 WORDS

New utopias are being envisioned by cultural projects in the Arabian Gulf. Such utopian dreaming is helping to build
global relationships, diversify economies and shape the future. Through their ambition, cultural projects in the Gulf
are helping to re-imagine and articulate utopian narratives. These ideas may appear unachievable, or simply too
aspirational, but it is the spirit of optimism, the urgency of invention and the ability to think and dream big which has
always been the currency of progression. A better life is often made possible by first imagining it.

Writing from personal and professional experience of these evolving projects, this paper explores three visions of
utopia emanating from cultural initiatives across the GCC, each illustrated by current and future projects with the aim,
through the workshop discussion, of situating these developments within comparable historical and contemporary
dynamics.

Imagined Communities

Modern nations have been memorably described by Benedict Anderson as “imagined communities”. Although the
lines that divide these communities are often arbitrary and their members do not all know each other, they share
common affinities including customs, rituals, media and sport. Cultural projects in the Gulf, such as memorials and
national museums, represent and reinforce this sense of nationhood — connecting its members and providing a
platform for international discourse. This utopian sense of ‘nation-ness’ as opposed to nationality is, according to
Anderson, “the most universally legitimate value in the political life of our time.”

Projects:
1. Qasr Al Hosn and The Founder’'s Memorial, UAE
2. National Museum of Qatar

The Green Planet

One recurring utopian vision is the dream of a green future: a time when our planet can sustainably support its
population and nature itself begins to heal the planet’s scars and fragile climatic equilibrium. These ideals are central
to many heritage and cultural projects in the Gulf, from dynamic conservation initiatives to restore habitats, to visions
of sustainable living; from greening the desert to narratives espousing the harmonious relationship between nature
and people.

Projects:
1. Giga-projects, KSA
2. Al Ain World Heritage Site and UAE Pavilion at International Horticultural EXPO 2019, Beijing, China

Reaching for the Stars

Inspired by our dreams, humankind has always pushed the boundaries of what is possible. This quest to seek new
frontiers — from the nano to the giga, from the deepest ocean to the farthest corners of our universe — is being played
out across the Gulf, where sights are set on the horizon, on the stars, on the future. Cultural projects are
championing this spirit and ideal; striving for a better future and exploring how humanity’s future could lie beyond our
planet.

Projects:
1. Dubai EXPO 2020
2. The emergence of future and science museums in the GCC
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Art, museums and cultural initiatives in the Arabian Gulf: an examination of future directions in a
shifting political world

Eric Langham: Biography

Eric is the Founder of Barker Langham and leads the company’s creative and curatorial services. He is a
visitor experience specialist and has an impressive track record in interpretation and curation around the
globe, leading the development of some of the world's most iconic cultural projects.

He is a world-recognised planner of new museums and has lectured and published extensively on
curation, interpretation and museum masterplanning. Eric co-authored Holding Up the Mirror:
Addressing Cultural Diversity in London’s Museums and the lead chapter for a new Museum Planning
publication by ICOM, “The Alchemy of Cultural Planning’. He is currently serving as Commissioning Editor
of the Journal of the Association of Heritage Interpretation.

Eric has led on many interpretation and visitor experience projects in the GCC. These projects include
the National Museum of Qatar; Oman Across Ages Museum; Faisal: A Life at the Heart of the 20"
Century; Sharjah: Gateway to the Trucial States; the historical houses of Shindagha in Dubai; EXPO 2020
Mobility, UAE and KSA Pavilions; Wilfred Thesiger and the Freedom of the Desert at Jahili Fort, as well as
Qasr al Hosn, Qasr Al Muwaiji and The Founder’s Memorial in the UAE.

Eric is an expert advisor and mentor to the UK National Lottery Heritage Fund and the National
Heritage Memorial Fund. He is also a Fellow of the Museums Association and an Associate Fellow at the
Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, Centre for Gulf Studies, University of Exeter.
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