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PAPER PROPOSAL APPLICATION FORM 

11th Gulf Research Meeting  
July 21-23, 2020 

Location: University of Cambridge 
 
 
 

Application Instructions 
 

1. Fill out the entire application form (typed). Incomplete applications will 

not be reviewed. 

2. Email this application form along with the CVs of ALL authors/co-authors 

to grmapplicant@grc.net before February 15, 2020. 

3. All proposals should be written in English. There will be no interpretation 

at the meeting. A good working knowledge of English is essential for 

participation in the workshops. 

4. You may only participate in one workshop during the meeting. If you 

submit applications to multiple workshops and are selected in more than 

one, you will be asked to choose only one to attend. 

5. If you have any questions, please email grm@grc.net. 
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WORKSHOP NAME  

PERSONAL DETAILS 

Include information for all authors/co-authors. If there are more than 3 co-authors, you may add their details 

to the end of this application. Please note that only a maximum of 2 co-authors can receive a travel allowance 

(GBP 100-250 based on country of departure) for their participation. If more than 2 co-authors will attend, 

they will need to split the funding amongst themselves. GRM does not provide any additional funding to 

paper presenters other than this allowance. 

AUTHOR 1 
 

Full name  

Title (Dr. Prof., Mr., Ms., etc.)   

Current position  

Affiliated institution  

Email address:  

Nationality (indicate all)  

City and country of residence  

Mobile number (with country code)  

UK visa required  

AUTHOR 2 
 

Full name  

Title (Dr. Prof., Mr., Ms., etc.)  

Current position  

Affiliated institution  

Email address:  

Nationality (indicate all)  

City and country of residence  

Mobile number (with country code)  

UK visa required  
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Full name  

Title (Dr. Prof., Mr., Ms., etc.)  

Current position  

Affiliated institution  

Email address:  

Nationality (indicate all)  

City and country of residence  

Mobile number (with country code)  

UK visa required  
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PROPOSAL TEXT (250-500 WORDS 

Paper Title  

 



Kristin Smith Diwan 
 

2604 Tilden Pl, NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

(202) 251-3510 

kristin.diwan@agsiw.org 

 

EDUCATION 

Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Ph.D. in Political Science, September 2006 

   Concentrations: Comparative Politics with a focus on the Middle East  

   Coursework includes:  International Political Economy, Social Theory, Politics of Islam 

The Johns Hopkins University, 

The Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), Washington, D.C. 

M.A. in International Relations, May 1993 

   Concentrations:  International Economics, Middle East Studies 

   Coursework includes:  International Trade and Monetary Theory, Political Economy of   

 Middle Eastern States 

The American University in Cairo, 

The Center for Arabic Study Abroad (CASA), Cairo, Egypt 

Full-Year Arabic Language Fellow, 1991-92 

Baylor University, Waco, Texas 
B. A. in Biology, Foreign Service, May 1989 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

The Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington (AGSIW) 

Washington, D.C. (April 2015-present) 

Senior Resident Scholar 

Produce written analyses and develop programming on key developments in the Gulf region. 

Build partnerships with scholars and research teams in the United States and Arab Gulf states.  

American University, School of International Service 

Washington, D.C. (September 2007-2016) 

Adjunct Professorial Lecturer (January 2015-2016) 

Assistant Professor; Co-founder of Middle East Studies@AU (September 2007-May 2014) 

Teach courses to students in both the B.A. and M.A. Programs of the School of International 

Service including Contemporary Middle East; Religion, Oil, and Politics in Saudi Arabia and the 

Gulf; Islamist Political Movements 

Georgetown Public Policy Institute 

Washington, D.C. (September 2005-June 2007) 

Affiliated Professor 

Taught courses to students in the Masters Program of Public Policy and Policy Management 

including:  Islamic politics; Politics of Reform in the Arab Gulf 

The World Bank 

Washington, D.C. (June 1996-August 1997) 

Consultant 

mailto:kristin.diwan@agsiw.org


  

  

Provided political and economic analysis for the 1996 Development Report on the West Bank and 

Gaza, and translation and administrative services for the May 1997 Mediterranean Development 

Forum in Marrakech, Morocco.  

The Rendon Group (TRG)  

Washington, D.C. (February 1994-December 1995) 

Translator 

Translated Arabic documents, video and newspapers, and analyzed the political events/editorials 

in the Arab press potentially affecting TRG clients. 

RESIDENT FELLOWSHIPS 

George Washington University, Institute for Middle East Studies 

Washington, D.C. (January -June 2015)                                                                          

Visiting Scholar 

Conducted research and produced written analysis on youth movements and political 

participation in the Arab Gulf states. 

Rafik Hariri Center for the Middle East, The Atlantic Council 

Washington, D.C. (June 2013-May 2014) 

Senior Fellow 

Conducted research on vectors of political change in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states.  

Contributed analysis to MENASource blog and published issue reports, and participated in the 

Hariri Center Gulf Dialogue. 

Georgetown Center for Contemporary Arab Studies (CCAS) 

Washington, D.C. (September 2004-June 2005) 

Qatar Post-Doctoral Fellow 

Completed research and publications on the political economy of Islamic movements, Islamic 

finance in the Gulf Cooperation Council states. 

 

BOOK CHAPTERS  
 

“Royal Factions, Ruling Strategies, and Sectarianism in Bahrain,” in Lawrence Potter, ed., The 

Politics of Sectarianism in the Persian Gulf (London:  Hurst, 2014):  143-179. 
 
 “Islamic Banking and the Politics of International Financial Harmonization,” in Nazim Ali, ed., 

Islamic Finance:  Current Legal and Regulatory Issues (Cambridge:  Harvard Law School,  

2005):  167-187. 

“Kuwait Finance House and the Islamization of Public Life in Kuwait,” in Clement H. Moore 

 and Rodney Wilson, eds., The Politics of Islamic Finance (Edinburgh:  Edinburgh University  

Press, 2004):  168-190. 

SELECT JOURNAL ARTICLES         
 
"Sovereign Dilemmas:  Sovereign Wealth Funds in Saudi Arabia," Geopoliltics, Volume  

14, Number 2 (April 2009):  345-359.  

“Political Economy of the Arab Gulf,” Forward, Journal of International Service, Vol. 18, No. 2  

(Spring 2009):  85-87. 

"The Gulf Comes Down to Earth," with Fareed Mohamedi, Middle East Report, No. 252 (Fall  
2009):  6-15. 



  

  

“The U.S. and Political Reform in the Arabian Peninsula:  The Perils of Partial Openings,” Forum 

on Advice for the new U.S. President, Middle East Policy 15, no. 4 (December 2008):  153-156. 
 
“Divided Government in Kuwait:  The Politics of Parliament since the Gulf War,” Digest of 

Middle East Studies, (Summer 1999):  1-18. 

 

SELECT OP-EDS AND POLICY BRIEFS        
 

“Saudi Arabia Reassigns Roles within a More Centralized Monarchy,” AGSIW The Bridge, 22  

January, 2019. 

Kuwait:  Finding Balance in a Maximalist Gulf, AGSIW Issue Paper, 29 June, 2018. 

New Generation Royals and Succession Dynamics in the Gulf States, AGSIW Issue Paper, 21  

March, 2017. 

“Who Is Sunni?: Chechnya Islamic Conference Opens Window on Intra-Faith Rivalry,” AGSIW  

The Bridge, 16 September, 2016. 

National Identity and National Projects in the Arab Gulf States, Workshop Report, The Arab  

Gulf States Institute in Washington, 10 June, 2016. 

“Waiting Out Obama,” AGSIW The Bridge, 27 April 2016. 

“The ‘Third Image’ in Islamist Politics,” Project on Middle East Political Science POMEPS, 19  

February, 2016. 

“Soldiers and the Nation,” 18 September, 2015, AGSIW The Bridge. 

“The Future of the Muslim Brotherhood in the Gulf,” Monkey Cage Blog, The Washington Post,  
10 February, 2015. 

Breaking Taboos:  Youth Activism in the Gulf States, Issue Brief, The Atlantic Council, 7  
March, 2014. 

“Bahrain’s unfinished revolution holds lessons for the West,” Financial Times, 14 February,  

2012. 

“Kuwait’s Impatient Youth Movement,” Foreign Policy, 29 June 2011. 

“Bahrain's Shia Question,” Foreign Affairs, 2 March 2011. 

“Reform or the Flood in the Gulf,” Foreign Policy, 20 February 2011. 

BOOK REVIEWS  
 
Emile Nakhleh, Bahrain:  Political Development in a Modernizing Society.  Middle East Journal  

Vol. 66, No. 2 (Spring 2012):  370-371. 

Mary Ann Tétreault.  Stories of Democracy:  Politics and Society in Contemporary Kuwait.  

Harvard Middle East and Islamic Review, (Winter 2002):  108-110. 

SELECT CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PROFESSIONAL INVITATIONS 
 
“The Nationalist Turn:  New Shia Politics in Saudi Arabia and Bahrain,” Aarhus University,  

Denmark, 15-16 March, 2018. 

 “Transnational Clerical Associations in Qatar and the UAE,” Annual Conference of the Middle  

East Studies Association, Washington, DC, 18-21 November, 2017. 

http://www.agsiw.org/who-is-a-sunni-chechnya-islamic-conference-opens-window-on-intra-faith-rivalry/


  

  

“New Voices, New Visions:  The Impact of the Arts in Saudi Arabia,” Middle East Institute, 22  

March, 2016. 

 “The Clash between Religious and Secular Thought in the Middle East,” Georgetown University,  

23-24 October, 2013. 

“A House Divided:  Royal Factionalism in the Quasi-parliamentary Monarchies of Kuwait and 

Bahrain,” Annual Conference of the Middle East Studies Association, New Orleans, 11-13 

October, 2013. 

“Dynamic Gulf:  Forces of Change in a Strategic Region,” Carnegie Endowment for International  

Peace, 14 June, 2013. 

“Sectarianism in the Gulf,” Georgetown Center for International and Regional Studies (CIRS), 
Doha, Qatar, 10 October 2011 and 15 May 2012. 

“Eyes on Bahrain,” Gulf Roundtable, Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),  
8 March 2011. 

“Insecurity in the Gulf:  Economic and Social Perspectives,” George Washington University,  

November 2010. 

“Political Economies?:  Islamic Finance and Islamist Politics in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait,” Gulf  

Research Meeting, Cambridge University, UK, July 2010. 

 

SELECT AWARDS AND HONORS 
 

Working Group on Politics, Governance, and State-Society Relations, Atlantic Council Middle  

East Strategy Task Force, 2016. 

POMEPS TRE Grant, Summer 2012 

Advisory Board, CET Language and Cultural Immersion Program, Aleppo, Syria 

Advisory Board, Islam in Focus Dialogues, Social Science Research Center (SSRC) 

Research Grant, Middle-East Mediterranean Program, Sciences Po, Paris, France, 2010-2011 

American University Faculty Research Support Award, 2008-2011 

Qatar Post Doctoral Fellowship, Georgetown Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, 2004-2005 

Graduate Student Associate, Center for International Affairs, Harvard University, 2001- 2003  

Social Science Research Council NMERTA Grant, 2000-2001 

Fulbright-IIE Fellowship, 1999-2000 

Mellon Fellowship for study at Institut Français d’Etudes Arabes de Damas, Syria, Summer 1998  

Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship, 1998-99, 2001-2002 

Harvard Mansfield Grant to Enlarge Competency, Summer 1997 

American Institute for Maghrebi Studies Fellowship, Tunisia, Summer 1993 

Center for Arabic Study Abroad Fellowship, Egypt, 1991-92 

LANGUAGES AND AFFILIATIONS 

Languages:  Arabic, French (conversational) 



  

  

Professional Membership: American Political Science Association, Middle East Studies 

Association, International Studies Association, Association of Gulf and Arabian Peninsula 

Studies 
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	PROPOSAL TEXT 500 WORDS: It is hard to overstate the historical significance of Ad Diriyah.  Strategically located within the Wadi Hanifa, a fertile plain that once controlled the western route to Mecca and Medina, it was the capital of the first Saudi state.  Its establishment in 1744 was achieved through a pact initiated between the political leader Muhammed bin Saud and the religious leader Muhammed ibn Abdel Wahhab, embodying the twin pillars of ruling family and religious revivalism that underpinned the modern Saudi state.  As such, this heritage site is a natural one to develop – as a major stop for heritage tourism, and as a symbol of the Saudi nation.
At the same time, Saudi Arabia is currently undertaking a multifaceted development program, Saudi Vision 2030, whose agenda encompasses not only economic diversification but also social transformation and national ambition.  The historical site of Ad Diriya, on the outskirts of Riyadh, stands at the nexus of many of Vision 2030 goals – developing tourism, increasing entertainment, and strengthening national identity.

In this paper I will assess the current development plans for Ad Diriyah, comparing them with earlier ones initiated from 1984.  Drawing upon primary sources – development presentations, advertising brochures, as well as on site visits and interviews -  I will examine both narrative language and core elements of this project.  I will argue that the new plans for Ad Diriyah reflect an important shift, from a more traditional heritage site to one more tied to transnational capital and development supported by real estate ventures, international sport, and global entertainment.  Moreover, the current historical narrative of Ad Diriyah, while maintaining the primacy of the Al Saud ruling family, greatly diminishes the significance of Muhammed ibn Abdel Wahhab, and the religious tradition that came to be known internationally as “Wahhabism.”  

As such, the current plans for ad-Diriyah are a perfect encapsulation of the new nationalism in Saudi Arabia, which seeks to mobilize the population through new economic endeavors that directly tie them to the Al Saud dynasty and state, while diminishing the role of the religious establishment in public life.  

This paper will contribute to our growing understanding of how the launch of entertainment festivals and development of heritage projects are playing a role in transforming regional cultural inheritance and political identity in the Gulf.  It will also have something to say about the mobilization of national and transnational capital to develop this infrastructure, and the imprint new development model is having on heritage sites.



