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2. Abstract

The Asia-Pacific region (including East Asia, South East Asia, South Asia, and Oceania) is one of
the most culturally diverse and economically vibrant regions in the world. It is the cradle of ancient
civilisations: Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, and other religions coexist in
the region, which is also the hub of global economic achievement. Nations with significant regional
and global influence, such as China, India, and Japan, and middle powers, such as the Republic of
Korea, Indonesia, Vietnam, Malaysia, Australia, and Pakistan, are today reshaping the international
political, security, economic, energy, and high-tech architecture.

While Japan, South Korea, and Australia are committed to defence ties with the US, the other
middle powers in the Asia-Pacific pursue policies of balancing, bandwagoning, hedging, and
neutrality in response to the US-China strategic competitions. ASEAN, for instance, rejects the idea
of a “new Cold War” in the region and asserts strategic autonomy in the face of great power rivalry.

However, it is noteworthy that the burgeoning competition in the Asia-Pacific is taking place amidst
significant initiatives to link the economically vibrant region through trade, investment, and
logistical connectivity. Long cut off by mountains, rivers, and seas, and with time-consuming and



costly land transport historically, the Asia-Pacific countries had to rely on the Western maritime
powers of Europe and the US, their main economic and trade partners. In the new era, the
construction of highways, railways, power grids, and information networks has accelerated,
enhancing connectivity among the Asia-Pacific countries, an effort that has overcome the natural
disadvantage in the past two centuries.

3. Context

The rise of Asia-Pacific "middle powers", the escalating great-power competition, and the emerging
re-groupings in the Asia-Pacific, Indian Ocean, and the Gulf have brought both opportunity and
challenge to the GCC countries, Iraq and Iran. On the one hand, the Gulf countries harvest
economic opportunities generated by the rise of the Asia-Pacific economy; on the other hand, they
avoid political entanglements in US-China high-tech rivalries, Japan-China political entanglements,
and China-India mutual distrust.

The Gulf countries are reluctant to get involved in great power competition in the Asia-Pacific and
are choosing hedging, balancing, and bandwagoning policies simultaneously according to their
national interests. Iran has joined the SCO and the BRICS, appealing to build a “Global East”; the
UAE has joined the I2U2, the BRI, IMEC, and AIIB; Saudi Arabia has consolidated its
predominant role in the GCC, China-Arab States Cooperation Forum, OPEC+, IMEC, etc. These
Gulf countries are maximising security, economic, trade, and energy interest while minimizing
political and security risks.

At present, The Asia-Pacific region accounts for approximately the same share of the world
economy as the G7 and its contribution to world economic growth will constantly increase in the
future. The Asia-Pacific is increasingly dependent on the Gulf energy supply. Countries in East and
Southeast Asia, as well as Oceania, are “looking west”; countries in West Asia are “looking east,”
enhancing the cohesion of “Asianess.”

Likewise, Iran, Tirkiye, and Arab countries have slowly but surely regained their Asian identities,
and these countries have actively integrated into the SCO and the BRICS while watching closely
the US and other Western powers’ response. Great power rivalries in the Asia-Pacific and the
regional conflicts in West Asia may be mingled, posing a significant threat to the Gulf’s economic
and political environment.

4. Focus/Objectives

Taken as a whole, the Asia-Pacific countries are the Gulf countries’ most important geo-economic
partners. At the same time, the Western powers remain the most fundamental geopolitical partners
of the Gulf. While Iran has built close ties with China and Russia, the GCC countries, with
longstanding security ties with the US and other Western powers, have, in recent years, begun to
assert strategic autonomy and seek flexible political and diplomatic engagements with the West and
the East to harvest benefit while minimise risks.

In this workshop, we examine the theory, history, dynamics, processes, and prospects of the
Asia-Pacific competitions, ranging from territorial disputes and resource competition to great power
political and technological rivalries. Apart from China and the US, the third important player in
regional geopolitics and geo-economics is India. With substantial political and economic ties across
Asia and Western states, led by the US, India bridges the “Global West” with the “Global South”.



While India is a member of the Indo-Pacific QUAD, the 12U2, and the India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC), it has also institutionalised its relations with its Asian neighbours
through entities such as BIMSTEC, SCO, BRICS, and the ASEAN-India Partnership for Peace,
Progress and Shared Prosperity, which sets out the roadmap for long-term ASEAN-India
engagement. India’s leaders have affirmed that India upholds strategic autonomy in its foreign

policy.

The Asia-Pacific, a combination of power, geography, and developmental ideas, is not a monolithic
entity but a political-economic-civilizational complex formed by the interplay of different
sub-regions of Asia. With increasingly frequent political, economic, trade, and cultural exchanges
among East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, and Oceania, Asia’s regional integration has achieved
great headway, the cross-regional linkage has been enhanced, and the consciousness of Asian
identity has been consolidated.
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6. Papers Focus/Topics

-The Asia-Pacific countries are the main consumers of the Gulf’s hydrocarbon resources. -Great
power competitions pose a potential threat to the supply chain of the Gulf oil and natural gas
exports to the Asia-Pacific regions.



-China, India, Japan, the UK, the United States, and the EU have either built hard military bases or
soft military presence in the Gulf and beyond. How can great powers co-exist in the Gulf, and what
are the potential conflicts?

-The flash points in the Korean Peninsula, the Taiwan Strait, the South China Sea, and Asia-Pacific
countries’ territorial disputes may threaten the Gulf countries’ investment interests in the
Asia-Pacific regions.

-The great power competition for high-tech standards, know-how, and market may compel the Gulf
countries to choose between the West and the Asia-Pacific countries.

-The various developmental and political-security initiatives, such as BRI, 12U2, the IMEC, the
SCO, the BRICS, and NATO, among others, may cause institutional rivalry in the Gulf.

-The new energy, financial, and digital cooperation between the Asia-Pacific and the Gulf has been
consolidated. However, great power competition in the Asia-Pacific regions may spill over the Gulf,
such as petro-dollar vs. petro-RMB.

-The Red Sea and the Horn of Africa are witnessing the effects of regional and big power rivalries
that have left the region fragile and vulnerable to external machinations.

-Great power competition in the Asia-Pacific region may potentially have an impact on migrations
in the Gulf.

-China and US have rivalries in discourse and narratives for modernisations of the Gulf countries,
i.e., the “Beijing Consensus” (development first; strong government and sovereignty first, etc.)
vis-a-vis the “Washington Consensus”(democracy first, a strong society and human rights first,
etc.). They offer two different models of development for the Gulf countries.

-The potential mediation roles of the Gulf countries in the Asia-Pacific conflict resolution and
de-escalation.

7. Paper Structure, Referencing, and Format

Authors should refer to the GRM Paper Guidelines.

8. Publication Plans

The three workshop directors are all the editorial board members of the Asian Journal of Middle
Eastern and Islamic Studies. In the past six years, all the selected papers have been published as
special issues of Asian Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, a double-blind review
journal (indexed as ESCI). We will select quality papers for a special issue of the Journal. Papers
that cannot fit in with the joint publication will be considered for publication individually in a
journal or as a GRC paper, under the guidance of the workshop directors.
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