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Abstract

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states are increasingly positioning themselves as active participants in global climate governance while remaining heavily dependent on hydrocarbon-based economies. This paper examines the political and institutional dimensions of climate policy and energy transition in the Gulf, with particular attention to policy coordination, state capacity, and regional diplomacy. It argues that successful energy transition in the Gulf depends not only on technological advancement and financial investment, but also on the strength of political institutions, regulatory coherence, and international engagement. By analyzing national climate strategies and regional policy frameworks, the paper highlights emerging opportunities and challenges facing Gulf states as they navigate the balance between economic diversification, climate commitments, and geopolitical considerations.

Main Text (Excerpt)

Climate change has emerged as a central issue in global governance, reshaping state priorities and international relations. For hydrocarbon-exporting states in the Gulf, climate governance presents a complex policy dilemma: how to reconcile continued reliance on fossil fuel revenues with increasing international pressure to reduce emissions and support global climate goals. Gulf states have responded by adopting national visions and long-term development strategies that emphasize sustainability, renewable energy, and economic diversification.

From a political perspective, climate governance in the Gulf is characterized by strong state leadership and top-down policy formulation. National visions such as Qatar National Vision 2030 and similar frameworks across the region reflect an effort to integrate climate considerations into broader development agendas. These strategies often emphasize renewable energy deployment, energy efficiency, and investment in clean technologies, while maintaining the strategic importance of hydrocarbons in national economies.

Regional and international diplomacy also play a critical role. Gulf states increasingly engage in multilateral climate forums, including the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), using these platforms to shape narratives around energy transition, climate finance, and adaptation. This diplomatic engagement allows Gulf countries to present themselves as responsible global actors while advocating for transition pathways that account for their economic structures and development needs.

However, challenges remain. Policy fragmentation, institutional coordination gaps, and limited societal participation can constrain the effectiveness of climate governance. Strengthening regulatory frameworks, enhancing transparency, and promoting stakeholder engagement are essential steps toward ensuring that climate policies translate into meaningful outcomes. In this context, political institutions and governance capacity emerge as decisive factors in shaping the trajectory of energy transition in the Gulf.

Conclusion

This analysis underscores that climate governance in the Gulf is fundamentally a political process, shaped by institutional structures, policy choices, and diplomatic strategies. As Gulf states continue to advance energy transition agendas, the integration of strong governance mechanisms and regional cooperation will be critical to achieving sustainable and credible climate outcomes.

