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16th Gulf Research Meeting 2026
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GRM 2026 — Call for Workshop Proposals 3
16th Annual Gulf Research Meeting S S

The Most Prominent Global Academic Meeting on the Gulf YV

Cambridge, UK, 21-23 July, 2026

The Gulf Research Center Announces the 16th Gulf Research

The Gulf Research Center (GRC) is Policymakers, and practitioners to
delighted to announce that the 16th Gulf ~ share research, explore critical issues,
Research Meeting (GRM) will take place  and advance collaborative solutions

from July 21-23, 2026, at the University on the most pressing topics facing
of Cambridge, UK. the Gulf and its international partners.

Since its inception, the GRM has The Call for Workshop Proposals
become a leading international platform  is now open, and we warmly invite
for in-depth academic exchange and scholars and specialists from around
policy debate on the Gulf region. It theworldtosubmitproposals to direct
brings together scholars, experts, aworkshop. Proposals may address a
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GRC Events & Activities

wide range of themes, including but not limited to:

Societies and culture
Economies and trade
+ Politics and governance
« International relations and diplomacy
+ Defense and security
Energy and resources
+ Sustainable development
+ Climate and the environment

While a number of suggested themes are listed on the

call poster, we emphasize that the Call is open to all
topics in the social sciences related to the Gulf, and we
encourage innovative, high-quality proposals that push
new boundaries of research and policy thinking.

Access the Call for Workshop Proposals here.

Click here to submit your Workshop Proposal
Application.

The deadline for receipt of proposals is September 29,
2025.

We look forward to receiving your proposals and to
welcoming participants to Cambridge in 2026 for what
promises to be a dynamic and impactful meeting.

www.grc.net



https://grc.net/w/GRM2026Call-WorkshopProposals_2.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPeAyhkwUoWhbftRqIO7YT1RJqOQnBAX5j7qy1cWzTcJvhRQ/viewform

GRC Publications

The Gulf Research Center (GRC) continues to provide in-depth analysis and thought leadership on key regional
and global developments. Our latest publications in March cover a wide range of topics, from U.S. foreign policy
under Trump's second term to Saudi Arabia's evolving diplomatic role in global affairs. We also explore sustainable
development in the Gulf, Russia's repositioning in the Middle East, and Gulf relations with Latin America, Africa,
and Asia.

Below are some of our most recent works:
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GRC Publications

Commentary & Analyses

Gulf Research Center
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The FIBA Asia Cup in Jeddah, Saudi Dubai's High-Rise Paradox: Peak, The Great Corridor Conundrum

Arabia Pause, or the New Normal? Originally Published on Arab News Dr.
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Amnah Mosly Relations the Question of Palestine and the
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GRC Publications

Commentary & Analyses Selected Arabic Articles

Gllgll gas giaj Wl :l:I'IS_JJ.D"JI gliia¥lg ¢ljgigui jaiga
The End of Ambiguity: gdilgall (o wnd bljailll aaniall
A Global Call for a Two-State Solution

Slilpsgl @Ml axei o ALwl] aad

e T g s e I
- U kb
T e el s jae
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French Recognition of the Palestinian British Recognition of the Palestinian Iraq's Evolving Stance on the Two-

State: “Limits of Usefulness" State at the 2025 New York Conference: State Solution in the Context of the
Dr. Abderrezzaq Gherraf Significance, Stages, Motives, Conditions, Saudi Peace Initiative
August 2025 and Possible Scenarios Dr. Rasha Al Azzawi

Dr. Yousef Kamil Khattab August 2025

August 2025
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https://www.grc.net/single-commentary/291
https://www.grc.net/single-commentary/291
https://www.grc.net/documents/68a19a26847f3TheNewYorkConferenceUSAbstention2.pdf
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https://www.grc.net/documents/688f652d06babTheIraqipositiontwostatesolution2.pdf
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Selected Arabic Articles Araa Magazine Country Updates & Trade Reports
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International Law and UN Organizations
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Greece-GCC Relations U.S.- GCC Relations Spain-GCC Relations
Gulf Research Center Gulf Research Center Gulf Research Center
August 2025 August 2025 August 2025
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Hungary-GCC Relations China-GCC Relations India-GCC Relations
Gulf Research Center Gulf Research Center Gulf Research Center
August 2025 August 2025 August 2025
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GRC Programs

GLMM(:

Gulf Labour Markets and Migration

GLMM

The Gulf Labour Markets, Migration, and Population
Programme (GLMM) is an international, independent,
non-partisan, non-profit programme established in
2010 and is hosted and supported by the Gulf Research
Center. The programme provides data, analyses, and
recommendations contributing to the improvement
of the understanding and management of Gulf labour
migration, population, and labour markets, engaging
with and respecting the viewpoints of all stakeholders.
Visit the website here.

Data

For fifteen years, GLMM has gathered, analyzed, and
published official data related to labour and migration
from multiple sources of all six GCC states. The
database contains more than 1,000 tables.

Country tables

Access Bahrain Data here

+ Access Kuwait Data here
Access Oman Data here
Access Qatar Data here

+ Access Saudi Arabia Data here
Access UAE Data here

GCC regional tables

GLMM also constructs unique GCC regional tables
based exclusively on the official country data. Access
them here.

Contact: Mr. Imco Brouwer. imco.brouwer@grc.net

www.grc.net



https://gulfmigration.grc.net
https://gulfmigration.grc.net/glmm-database/demographic-and-economic-module/?search=1&cmct=Bahrain
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GRC Programs

Environmental Security and Sustainability Program

1 August 2025

Dr. Mohamed Abdelraouf, Environmental Security
and Sustainability Research Program Director at
the Gulf Research Center participated in the fifth
virtual meeting with the Africa Program at the
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace for the
project Alternative Jurisdictions and Instruments of
Climate Finance for Africa. The meeting focused on
preparations and the agenda for the first authors
workshop in Abu Dhabi planned to be held in October
2025.

10-15 August 2025

Dr. Mohamed Abdelraouf, Environmental Security
and Sustainability Research Program Director at the
Gulf Research Center participated in The Resumed
Fifth Session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee to Develop an International Legally
Binding Instrument on Plastic Pollution, including in
the Marine Environment (INC-5.2) was held in Geneva,
Switzerland, from August 5 to 15, 2025, attended
by over 2,600 delegates, representing 183 member
states and about 400 observer organizations,
including academia, NGOs, waste pickers, indigenous
peoples, women, youth, as well as fossil fuel and
chemical industry lobbyists. Seventy ministers
and vice ministers, as well as 30 other high-level
representatives, also attended and participated in
informal roundtables on the margins of the session.
Dr. Raouf attended the Civil Society coordination and
preparations meeting.

www.grc.net




GRC Programs

Cultural & Media Program

Ve
¢

2451 jlgall yido GRC PODCAST
Gulf Dialogue Lab ko813 gl 35 0 CouslSi393
Publications
August 20, 2025
The GRC's Cultural & Media Program published a
paper titled “Is Culture the Soft Power for Change?”
Access the full paper here.
.'.ﬁ‘r’u
e
S Dictoges Lo

aolai @lgl

§paaiill aaclidl 6gall yvna dolalll (Ja

Qi - ity i) Gl alhe 3

LI G110 10010101014

www.grc.net



https://ar.grc.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Isculturethesoftpowerofchange.pdf

GRC Participations

August 31, 2025

o

Dr. Abdulaziz Sager, Chairman of the Gulf Research
Center (GRC), met with H.E. Mr. Stephen Hitchen,
Ambassador of the United Kingdom to the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, at the GRC office in Riyadh on August
31, 2025. Their discussions covered areas of mutual
interest, including the GRC's annual Gulf Research
Meeting (GRM) at the University of Cambridge, UK-
Gulf relations, and recent regional developments.

August 28, 2025

Dr. Abdulaziz Sager, Chairman of the Gulf Research
Center (GRC), met with Mr. Daniel Gerlach, Chief
Editor of Zenith and Head of the Candid Foundation
along with HE Mr. Thomas Schneider, Ambassador
of the Federal Republic of Germany to Yemen at
the GRC's office in Riyadh on August 28, 2025. The
discussions centered on Gulf-German relations and
explored areas of mutual interest.

August 26-27, 2025

Dr. Christian Koch, Executive Manager of the Gulf
Research Center Foundation in Brussels and Director
of Research at the Gulf Research Center, conducted
a series of meetings with senior officials at the
European Commission and the European External
Action Service (EEAS).

The discussions primarily focused on the joint GRC—
Bertelsmann Foundation Survey on “Promoting
MENA Prosperity and Stability in the Context of
EU-GCC Relations" and its potential contribution to
the EU's broader regional approach, particularly in
relation to the Pact for the Mediterranean. Additional
exchanges addressed the current status of EU-GCC
ties as well as opportunities for joint activities and
avenues for future cooperation.

www.grc.net




GRC Participations

Dr. Koch met with the following officials during his
visit:

Michael Karnitschnig, Deputy Director-General, DG
MENA-Middle East, North Africa, Gulf, European
Commission

Gurvan Le Bas, Deputy Head, Policy Planning and
Strategic Foresight Division, EEAS

Florin Nita, Chief of Staff, Office of the EU Special
Representative for the Gulf, EEAS

Lucio Demichele, Political Advisor, Office of the EU
Special Representative for the Gulf Region, EEAS

Birgit Loeser, Head of Division MENA.1 Regional
Affairs, EEAS

lize Zelgalve, Desk Officer for Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) and League of Arab States (LAS),
MENA.1 — Regional Affairs, EEAS

Ingo Schendel, Policy Officer, OIC Desk, MENA.1 —
Regional Affairs, EEAS

Georgia Papagianni, Member of Cabinet, Cabinet

of Commissioner Dubravka Suica, European
Commission
Raiill Hernandez Sagrera, Member of Cabinet,

Cabinet of Commissioner Dubravka Suica, European
Commission

Henrike  Trautmann, Principal Advisor for
Reconstruction in Gaza, Director of DG MENA B:
Middle East

Ruta Zarnauskaite, Saudi Arabia, UAE and Yemen,
MENA C.2, European Commission

Leonetta Pae, Deputy Head of Unit, Gulf Cooperation
Council, Strategic Cooperation on Investment
Promotion and Financial Instruments, DG MENA
— Middle East, North Africa, Gulf, European
Commission

Martin Dudermel, Desk Officer, Yemen, DG for
International Partnerships (INTPA), European
Commission

www.grc.net




GRC in the Media

GRC media participation can be accessed here, at the GRC official YouTube channel.

25 August 2025

Layla Ali, Senior Research Fellow at the Gulf Research
Center published an analysis in Report.az on the
Armenia—Azerbaijan peace deal, highlighting its
broader significance for Gulf states and the Middle
Corridor's geostrategic implications.

Read here

25 August 2025

+ OB NEWS

Dr. Abdulaziz Sager, Chairman of the Gulf Research
Center appeared on “World at Noon" on BBC Arabic
to discuss "The Extraordinary Meeting of the Foreign
Ministers of the Member States of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation on the Ongoing Israeli
Aggression Against the Palestinian People.”

Watch here

17 August 2025
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Dr. Abderrezzaq Gherraf, Senior Researcher at
the Gulf Research Center intervened on Algeria
International TV commenting on the U.S.—Russia
Summit in Alaska.

Watch here

7 August 2025
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Dr. Zaid A. Alfadeil, Director of the Cultural and Media
Program at the Gulf Research Center appeared on
“Eye of Five" on Al-Ekhbariya Channel, discussing
the launch of the Libraries Commission’s pilot phase
of the “Cultural Houses" project in five new cities.

Watch here

www.grc.net



https://www.grc.net/youtube-videos
https://report.az/en/foreign-politics/gulf-research-center-peace-in-south-caucasus-opening-new-horizons-for-gulf-states/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://youtu.be/BFvKk0h9OUU?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://youtu.be/pxE_IeJPU0U?si=StzH60UJArUa95rM&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZsSbuFsCZI&utm_source=chatgpt.com

GRC in the Media

6 August 2025

The Gulf Research Center released a commemorative video titled "GRC at 25: A Legacy of Knowledge and
Impact,” honoring its 25th anniversary.

Watch here

www.grc.net



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvQkhYjKyWw
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Jeddah 21451
Saudi Arabia

Tel: +966 12 6511999
Fax: +966 12 6531375
Email: info@grc.net

Gulf Research Center
Riyadh

Unit FN11A
King Faisal Foundation
North Tower
King Fahd Branch Rd
Al Olaya Riyadh 12212
Saudi Arabia
Tel: 4966 112112567
Email: info@grc.net

Gulf Research Center
Foundation

Avenue de France 23
1202 Geneva
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Tel: +41227162730
Email: info@grc.net

Gulf Research Centre
Cambridge

University of Cambridge
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